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tween President Bush and Rus-
sian President Boris Yeltsin.

The United States reportedly
has agreed to drop claims total-
ing $30 million against the Rus-
sians for bugging the new UsS.
Embassy in MosCow, news re-
ports said Thursday.

Secretary of State James
Baker and Russian Foreign
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8‘,%?;3,%(’,(1 ? (7;3 Minister Andrie Kozyrev did
Editorial/Opinion 10-11A sign an accord on the U.S. and
Lotteries 11C former Soviet embassies, said
State-by-state 8A the State Department’s Marga-
5 W 00005 SHocKe 578 | ret Tutwiler.
RIGHT 1992 USA TODAY, a division of Gannett Co.Inc. - But she refused to provide
; details of the agreement.
Both men lzxesrer Washing:
- ton for the h-Yeltsin sum-
DNAPSHOTS® mit, which ended Wednesday.
The deal apparently seftlesa

four-year feud triggered by
charges U.S. Marine guards in
Moscow traded sex for secrets
and when KGB bugs turned up
in the new U.S. Embassy.
The agreement means:
» The United States will get
land in Moscow to build a bug-
free embassy and a long-term
lease on the existing facility in
Moscow, valued at $45 million.
| »The Russians will be able
to move into the still-vacant
embassy of the former Soviet
Union in Washington and will
get a 10-acre tract adjoining it.
The United States banned
the Soviets from using the
building after bugs were found
in its new Moscow facility.
limatic Data Center, National Weather Service Russia’s embassy is 3 miles
By Elys A. McLean, USA TopAy from the White House.
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Parenting
turns men’s
lives on end

Marilyn Elias
USA TODAY

william Van Wert had
three sons under 5 years old
when his wife left the family.

He was sure of only oné
thing: “There was no way I
could do a good job with them.

1 thought they couldn’t be
normal, they wouldn’t like
women and they’d have to go
through therapy to figure out
how damaged they were.”

By now, however, those
doubts have faded and Sunday

FAMILY: Dr. Stephen wigbsei:gltéaggglg? ihers D%yis

Mandy, of Aspen, Colo., children was unusual when

and daughter Ashiey Van Wert, a professor at Tem-

S ple University in Philadelphia,
faced that prospect in 1980.

But between 1985 and 1989 alone, the number of single

father-headed homes soared from 1.3 million to 1.8 million,

three times the rate of female-headed families, new Census
Please see COVER STORY next page b
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women were allegedly subjected to
sexual assault as a hallway was
turned into a “gantlet.”

SECURITY FEARS: 1v

cameras capture John Hinckley
Jr,, who tried to assassinate Presi-
dent Reagan in 1981, strolling near
an unguarded gate at St. Eliza-
beth’s psychiatric hospital in Wash-
ington; officials say the matter is
“blown out of proportion.” 2A.

D RUSH: Recent discoveries are fueling
rest in panning California’s High Sierra. 3A.

AX: Other programs and projects may g0
 billion supercollider as Congress anxiously
on deficit to please angry constituents. 4A.

NG SCANDAL: As Caspar Weinbérger
nent on Iran-contra charges, speculation
sr-up went as far as ex-President Reagan. 4A.

AP
W no

ID: L.A. riot victims aren’t optimistic about
from emergency bill passed by Congress. 3A.

ARD MARCH’: Supporters of unde-

ntial candidate_ Ross Perot spbm@t more than

on the Califorpia ballot. 5A.

DEBATE: Health care. In USA TO-
, “Health insurance should be divorced from
,a Calif. plan might make that possible.” 10A.

ased health insurance “is less expensive to
nd manage. It also provides some protection
risk individuals,” says Carl Schramm. 10A.

Money-conscious consumers looking for val-
n prestige, are going back to J .C. Penney. 1B.

s deficit grew to $7 billion in April, reaching
port-export gap since November 1990. 1B.

' carl Lewis and associates plan on bringing
d to U.S. Olympic Track & Field Trials. 1C.
ots are filled on Olympic diving team. 1,8C.

’s %k A Private Matter is a “scrupulously
ymatically satisfying” story of abortion. 1D.

- Peter Allen dies of AIDS complications. 2D.
rie goes for comeback with Back to Front. 5D.

era, a birth control injection used by women
1ay get another chance for U.S. approval. 1D.

'R® Lowerthan-normal temperatures will
west this weekend; thunderstorms will pound
t and mid-Atlantic Friday, drier Saturday. 12A.
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54: a minute; list of services, 5D ‘

i

\GHT 1992 USA TODAY, a division of Gannett Co., Inc.

Classified 5-7D
Crossword 6D
Editorial/Opinion 10-11A
Lotteries 11C
State-by-state 8A
Stocks 5-7B

NAPSHOTS®

‘A JOY’: Raymond Fiz
Trina, right, forced him

U.S., Russ
settle feud
on embass

By Juan J. Walte
USA TODAY

The battle of the emt
may be over — appa
doused by the friendsh
tween President Bush an
sian President Boris Yel

The United States repd
has agreed to drop claim
ing $30 million against th
sians for bugging the ne
Embassy in Moscow, ne
ports said Thursday.

Secretary of State
Baker and Russian F
Minister Andrie Kozyr{
sign an accord on the U
former Soviet embassie
the State Department’s 1
ret Tutwiler.

But she refused to p
details of the agreement

Both men were in Wi
ton for the Bush-Yeltsit
mit, which ended Wedn(

tics that shape the nation

The deal apparently st
four-year feud triggen

| charges U.S. Marine gu:

COVER STORY
Some see custody ‘backlash’

Continued from 1A

data show. Dads now head 219, of single-parent households.
Fueling the trend, say experts:

» Judges’ willingness to award custody to men.

» Mothers bowing out after divorce in favor of careers.

* “The economics that drive it are very compelling,” says
vale University child psychiatrist Kyle Pruett. “As more and
more American children sink into poverty, it's hard for judges
to turn away fathers who can provide better.”

According to the Census data, single mothers have an aver-
age $13,100 annual income Vs. $29,000 for single dads.

But money doesn't shield fathers from the shell shock of be-
ing the primary parent. They discover, as single moms know,
that being a single parent can wreak havoc on their lives.

Van Wert says the woman upstairs took care of his sons
while he taught film and creative writing. Two boys were still
in diapers and getting up during the night, so he sleep-walked

. through the weeks.

“I thought, ‘T'll never have a normal social life again. 'm
going to die doing this, ” says Van Wert. :
= “Aspen, Cole., dermatologist StepherrMandy has cared for 8-
year-old Ashley since she was 2: “For quite a while, the only
time off T had when I wasn’t working, I was nursemaiding.”

Parenthood prompts about 3 out of 4 single fathers to make
changes at work, says Geoffrey Greif, who surveyed 2,273 of
them for his book, The Daddy Track and The Single Father
(Lexington Books).

Most common are shortened hours and curtailed travel.

For Raymond Flannagan of Washington, D.C,, it even meant
losing a job.

Getting daughter Trina off to school often made him late to
work, and he was eventually fired from his job as an audio
visual equipment service technician. “The major reason was
lateness,” says Flannagan, whose first wife died.

For a while, he did process-serving, which provided more
flexible hours. But when a second marriage ended in divorce
and Flannagan got custody of infant Cerzell, too, he says, the
care needed by both girls forced him to quit work.

Now the family lives in public housing in an area he consid-
ers unsafe. “But at least I can be there for them — they do
have that,” he says.

Asingle dad’s social life often takes a back seat to parenting.

Mandy says his social life “went to hell in a bucket.”

Van Wert remembers falling asleep at the movies ona date.
Sick kids sometimes killed romantic evenings.

So it takes the average single dad three years to have his
first “meaningful” relationship, Greif found.

But for many, a playboy lifestyle is out of the question.

“T don’t want Ashley to wake up and find women in my bed-
room. . .. I don’t even bring anybody home unless they're real-
ly special,” says Mandy, who is divorced.

Despite the hassles, four years after gaining custody 72% of
men surveyed by Greif say the rewards of getting closer to
their children often outweigh problems.

“For the most part, it’s been a joy,” says Flannagan. “You
watch them develop and think, ‘I helped make them that way.’
... Trina (now 9) is such a caring girl, and she’s done very well
in school.”

The evidence so far suggests that children raised by men
fare no worse — and no better — than those raised by women,
says psychologist Richard Warshak. ;

His book, The Custody Revolution: The Father Factor and
the Motherhood Mystique (Poseidon Press), due in Septem-
ber, summarizes new findings on custody and mental health.

He's found frequent access to their mothers and Iack of hos-
tility between parents lead to better adjustment for the kids.

Some studies find that boys do better with dads than do girls.
But this doesn’t mean men can’t raise mentally healthy fe-
males, Warshak says. In adolescence, it may be important to
provide good female role models — just as single moms are
urged to cultivate adult male friends for their sons.

But not everyone agrees that single fatherhood is all good
news. “The ‘new age’ man just isn’t that common, and kids
3.1~ nf nuirtirine ? cave Philadelphia psvchotherapist Jon
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... Trina (now 9) is: a s )
in school.”

The evidence so far suggests that children raised by men
fare no worse — and no better — than those raised by women,
says psychologist Richard Warshak. :

His book, The Custody Revolution: The Father Factor and
the Motherhood Mystique (Poseidon Press), due in Septem-
ber, summarizes new findings on custody and mental health.

He's found frequent access to their mothers and lack of hos-
tility between parents lead to better adjustment for the Kids.

Some studies find that boys do better with dads than do girls.
But this doesn’t mean men can’t raise mentally healthy fe-
males, Warshak says. In adolescence, it may be important to
provide good female role models — just as single moms are
urged to cultivate adult male friends for their sons.

But not everyone agrees that single fatherhood is all good
news. “The ‘new age’ man just isn’t that common, and Kids
need a lot of nurturing,” says Philadelphia psychotherapist Jon
Benjamin Franklin. “I've heard single fathers say, ‘I had no
idea what a huge job it was.” We can learn, we're not brain
dead. But it does go against the grain of how men are raised.”

Feminist psychologist Phyllis Chesler says the new trend isa
disaster for women and children.

“Judges are giving kids to sex abusers now. They even give
the men breast-feeding infants — and do it in such a vicious
way that it’s got to be backlash,” says Chesler, author of Moth-
ers on Trial: The Battle for Children and Custody (Harcourt,
Brace, Jovanovich). “It would be great if they were parenting.
Too few are. They're delegating it to older children, baby sit-
ters, paternal grandmothers.”

The jury is still out on how well father-reared kids will do
over time, says Michael Lamb, a parenting expert at the Na-
tional Institute of Child Health and Human Development.

“But the more we study the impact of parent-child relations,
the more we see that the gender of the parent is less important
than the qualities of a particular parent,” he says.

The jury certainly isn’t out for 16-year-old Ian Van Wert:
“We're pretty close and, I'd say, a happy family.”

And Ian says his dad “does a very good job. He’s devoted to
us. ... I want to be like him in a lot of ways. . . . I'd really like to
have his patience, his caring. I feel very close to my dad.”
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